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E-mails & Calls on Middlebury College’s Plans for the Fall 
As of Monday, July 27, 2020 at Noon 

 
From: McVeigh, Joseph A. (Joe) <jmcveigh@middlebury.edu>  
Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2020 11:59 AM 
To: Kathleen Ramsay <KRamsay@TownOfMiddlebury.org> 
Subject: Select board questions 
 
Hi, Kathleen, 
 
Sorry for getting these in under the wire, and if the (or similar) are already on the list for 
tonight's meeting, then no need to duplicate: 
 
1) The Governor has instituted a phased approach to reopening the state, gradually 
"opening the spigot" or tightening it back up if need be.  Does the college have a 
phased approach to its own reopening that would involve either loosening or tightening 
restrictions?  What are those phases and how are they defined? 
 
2) Does the college have distinct, objective measurements that would cause it to tighten 
restrictions or return to only online teaching? What are those objective points? 
 
Thanks, 
 
Joe McVeigh 
 

 
From: DEAN GEORGE <deancgeorge@comcast.net>  
Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2020 9:12 AM 
To: Kathleen Ramsay <KRamsay@TownOfMiddlebury.org> 
Subject: College plans to reopen 
 
I have a question for Health Service Director, Dr. Peluso regarding the College's plan for 
opening the campus to students this fall.  If students do end up testing positive for 
COVID-19, will they be quarantined on campus and required to get their medical 
treatment at the College Infirmary, and will the College Infirmary be open 24 hrs a day/ 
7 days a week.  I am concerned that our small hospital and their staff, who are doing a 
great job meeting the needs of Addison County residents, might be overwhelmed, and 
the staff unnecessarily affected by a potential outbreak that arrives with the incoming 
students.   
 
I am not confident that 18 to 21 year olds will be staying within the campus bubble as 
hoped by the administration.  It would also be helpful to know how many, and where the 
off campus students are living and what protocols they are expected to follow. 
 
Thanks Dean 
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-----Original Message----- 
From: Theresa Gleason <theresachancegleason@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2020 10:32 AM 
To: Kathleen Ramsay <KRamsay@TownOfMiddlebury.org> 
Subject: Questions for Middlebury College 
 
Hi Kathleen, 
 
I am sure my questions/comment are not that different than questions other townspeople 
are asking.  
 
I am particularly interested in knowing how the rules will be enforced? Is the college 
planning to monitor every student’s actions with some kind of tracking device? If not, why 
not? The students are adolescents who are developmentally ready to become 
independent, yet their brains have not yet matured to the point where they can 
consistently use good decision-making skills that will protect the health of all of us. There 
is much scientific and anecdotal evidence of this..  
 
The health and safety of Middlebury and Vermont is my number one concern about the 
re-opening of the college. No matter what story they might tell us, the college’s number 
one concern is about losing students' dollars.  
 
Middlebury College has a responsibility to the town to ensure that not one single student 
is non-compliant. They certainly have different options to full re-opening, as other colleges 
and universities are demonstrating. I understand that Middlebury College has a very large 
endowment that could be used in this emergency. 
 
I believe that the town needs to have plans to take legal action against the college if they 
cannot guarantee 100% compliance from their students. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Theresa Gleason 

 
 
Monday, July 27, 2020 
 
Call from Carol & Harvey Green expressing concern about off-campus students.  
Landlords should have provisions in their leases requiring strict observance of state and 
federal COVID-19 guidelines.  Landlords should provide neighbors with their contact 
information in case there are any concerns about their tenants’ behavior.  College public 
safety, not the Middlebury PD, should be responsible for off-campus students’ compliance 
with state and federal requirements. 
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From: Steve Edwards <steve@edwardsdirect.net>  
Sent: Sunday, July 26, 2020 10:42 AM 
To: Kathleen Ramsay <KRamsay@TownOfMiddlebury.org> 
Subject: Questions re College Opening 
 
Hi, 
 
I’ve heard Middlebury College’s plans for protocols they expect returning students to 
follow. Self-quarantine, social distance, stay on campus, etc. etc. 
 
I’ve also heard concerns re: RISK TO OUR COMMUNITY re: 18, 19, 20-year olds NOT 
FOLLOWING PROTOCOLS 
 
My questions………… 
 
• Does the college acknowledge this population is LIKELY TO NOT FOLLOW 
protocols?  
 
• Are protocols “EXPECTED” or “MANDATORY”?  
 
• How would the college KNOW whether those protocols are followed?  
 
• How is student behavior re: protocols MONITORED?  
 
• How are protocols ENFORCED? 
 
Thanks, Steve 
 
Steve Edwards 
steve@edwardsdirect.net 
802-545-2300  
 
EdwardsDirect.net 
548 James Rd. 
Cornwall VT 05753 
 

 
 
From: Paula Guarnaccia <pguarnac@gmail.com>  
Sent: Saturday, July 25, 2020 9:36 AM 
To: Ritter, Susan Parsons <sritter@middlebury.edu> 
Cc: Thomas Hanley <THanley@middleburypolice.org>; Sam 
<sam.guarnaccia@gmail.com>; Kathleen Ramsay 
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<KRamsay@TownOfMiddlebury.org> 
Subject: Re: Off campus students 
 
Dear Sue, 
 
I can see that the College has put a lot of thought into the planning for the fall semester. 
While I do not agree with the decision to bring students back to Middlebury I realize that 
this is happening and I need to find a way to live with the potential outcome of a large 
student presence in our town in the midst of pandemic. We have been fairly safe here in 
Middlebury but that may be about to end.  
 
My main concern remains with the students who are not living on campus. On campus 
living is hard enough to manage but the plan does not really address the multitude of 
additional issues that concern students living off campus. I have spent the last seven 
years dealing with student disruption in my Weybridge/Mill Street neighborhood. The most 
consistent disruption has come from the house at 128 Weybridge St which is a rental unit 
owned by Peter Jette. 
 
In the past, I have tried repeatedly to work with students living there. I have discussed the 
culture of our community with them  which is one of peaceful, quiet coexistence. I have 
told them I will contact the College and the Middlebury police if there is disruption. I have 
many times dressed late at night to go out in all weathers to ask them to cease the 
disruption. It usually consists of large gatherings, loud music, drinking, perhaps drugs, 
cars coming and going, and even loud singing at all hours. The young men living at that 
rental seem oblivious to the effect of their actions and nothing really seems to change. 
The College's response has been slow and in my estimation "tepid". I have only 
occasionally felt supported in my effort to improve the situation.  
 
So you will see why I am skeptical that these same students who were here off and on 
this summer are going to abide by the rules. I repeat my concern that if they do not comply 
the College will not know of their non-compliance unless members of the Middlebury 
community report. I am personally unwilling to interact directly with potentially drunken 
students in the dead of night or at any time during a pandemic.  
 
My proposal is that I will tell the students when they arrive that loud noises, largish social 
gatherings, and other such activities inconsistent with the neighborhood culture will not 
be tolerated. It will be easy to tell where the disruption is coming from (128 Weybridge) 
because we have had consistent peaceful coexistence since mid-March with the other 
students living in the area --- with the sole exception of when those 128 Weybridge 
students have returned for graduation and to "clean the house" for the sublet (2 times). 
 
I will not monitor transgressions personally but will immediately call the Middlebury police 
and, hopefully, someone from the College. I should have the number of a College official 
who could be called upon even in the middle of the night when bad behavior is most often 
fueled by alcohol consumption. 
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I am copying Chief Hanley and the Middlebury Town Manager as I understand there is a 
Select Board meeting on Tuesday night when board members will interact with College 
officials. I hope my concerns will be part of the discussion as the issue of off campus 
students behavior has not been adequately addressed to date. My concerns are shared 
by many of our neighbors in addition to the other students living in the area. I don't feel 
that I can continue to be an unofficial spokesperson for our neighborhood with the stakes 
so dramatically increased. 
 
I am sorry this is such a long message. Please let me know if I have missed something 
in the plan that might address my concerns. 
 
Thank you for your time and attention to this matter. 
 
Best, 
Paula Guarnaccia 

 
 
From: Ralph W Brown <ralph.w.brown@comcast.net>  
Sent: Friday, July 24, 2020 7:12 PM 
To: Kathleen Ramsay <KRamsay@TownOfMiddlebury.org> 
Cc: Maggie Janssen <msjanssen@comcast.net> 
Subject: Questions for Tuesday's (7/28) Middlebury selectboard meeting - talk on 
college reopening plans Event 
 
 
Dear Town Manager Kathleen Ramsay, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit questions for next Tuesday's (7/28) Middlebury 
selectboard meeting - talk on college reopening plans Event. As parents of a rising senior 
at Middlebury College we have a number of questions for the Health Service Director Dr. 
Mark Peluso and Special Assistant to the President Sue Ritter: 
 

1. What criteria would be used to reverse the decision to have students return to 
campus and when is the last opportunity or date to do so? 

2. Similarly, what criteria will be used to decide to close campus after students have 
arrived and have them return home or otherwise vacate campus? 

3. Has Middlebury College secured sufficient Covid-19 tests to meet the testing 
requirements they have outlined in the Middlebury Return to Campus Guide 
(https://www.middlebury.edu/office/midd2021/return-campus-guide)? 

4. What contingencies does Middlebury College have for a shortage of Covid-19 tests 
or significant delays in Covid-19 test results? 

Regards, 
 
Ralph W. Brown 
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From: Keefe, Elizabeth Karnes <karnes@middlebury.edu>  
Sent: Sunday, July 19, 2020 2:22 PM 
To: Kathleen Ramsay <KRamsay@TownOfMiddlebury.org> 
Subject: Question for the SB meeting with Dr. Peluso and Susan Ritter: 

 
  
I would like to submit the following: 
 
The College has offered extensive plans and parameters for on-campus living, but not 
much on students living off-campus. This summer, some students rented as far from the 
College as West Cornwall. Will there be protocols in place for those students? Many of 
them shop at the supermarket and CO-OP and circulate in the community. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Elizabeth Karnes Keefe 
Cornwall 
karnes@middlebury.edu 
 


